
CONVERSATIONALISTS

28th ANNUAL

TABLE TALK
Nada Ahmed     Founding Partner               Energy Tech Nexus
Dr. Deborah Banerjee Bureau Chief    City of Houston Health Department
Aris Kian Brown           Poet Laureate        City of Houston
Celeste Bedford Walker Playwright 
Avery Belyeu  CEO & President    Montrose Center
Elizabeth Bille Co-Owner    Belly of the Beast
Frances Casteñeda Dyess President    Houston East End Chamber   
Victoria Chen  Co-Founder and Executive Director  BridgeYear 
Maya Durnovo  Associate Vice Chancellor   Houston Community College 
Dr. Esperanza (Hope)  Director, Diabetes Service Line  Harris Health System  
    Galvan  and Patient Education
Jennifer Hadaiya Executive Director   Air Alliance Houston
Denise Hamilton CEO & Founder    Watch Her Work
Terri-Ann Hamm Owner    Kindred Stories
Paula Harris  Executive Director and Senior  Houston Astros Foundation
  Vice President of Community Affairs 
Lharissa Jacobs Founder & Executive Director  Fit Houston
Laura Jaramillo Executive Director   LISC Houston
Santrice Jones Director, Early Childhood Initiatives   Harris County 
Brigitte Kalai       Philanthropist
Jennifer Kapral Senior Director of Education & Outreach Asia Society Texas 
Susi Knight  Founder & Chairperson    50/50 Women on Boards Houston
Devika Kornbacher Managing Partner, Houston         Clifford Chance



Cara Lambright President & CEO    Hermann Park Conservancy
Dr. Neema Langa Asst Professor, AAS & Sociology  University of Houston
Anastasia Lindo Anderson  CEO     Emerge  
Sarah Luna  Table Talk 2025 Artist 
Rosalinda Martinez Director of Community Strategy  AARP Texas
Marly Maskill  Executive Director   Houston Community Tool Bank
Ivette Mayo  CEO     Connecting the Dots
Ayse McCracken Founder & Board Chair   Ignite Healthcare Network
Katie Mehnert CEO     Ally Energy
Jasminne Mendez Performance Poet & Actress  Actress
Mia Mends  CEO     Cushman & Wakefield
Nancy Meyer  Publisher    Houston Chronicle
Asma Mirza       CEO            Steradian Technologies
Dr. Quianta Moore, JD Executive Director   Hackettt Center for Mental Health
Swati Narayan Director, AAPI Community Safety  DAYA 
Carla Ortique, MD OB/Gyn    Texas Children’s Hospital
Dr. Zelma Oyarvide Tuthill  Asst Professor WGSS & Sociology   University of Houston  
Hon. Annise Parker  President & CEO                  LGBTQ+ Victory Fund
Tejal Patel  Associate Professor,    MD Anderson Hospital
  Department of General Oncology 
Q. Olivia Rivers CEO     The Bridge over Troubled Waters
Shavonnah Schreiber Founder & CEO    SNR Creative & Culture Club HTX
Sarah Smith  Co-Founder & CEO    Speakerbox Media
Christa Stoneham CEO & President    Houston Land Bank
Kim Topps        Sr. Engineer, Event Designer, Coach, Author             Radial Solutions 
Jennifer Touchet VP, Personal & Family Philanthropy   Greater Houston Community Foundation 
Carlisle Vandervoort Director     Film, “Raise Hell: The Life and Times of Molly Ivins”
Christi Vasquez Martin  Director of Marketing   Meow Wolf Houston
Jacinta Williams Sr. Project Manager   ExxonMobil


