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Fall Convocation
The Honors College • University of Houston

Dear Students, Parents, Alumni, Colleagues, 
and Friends:

Welcome to our 45th annual Fall 
Convocation! Each year, we gather with our 
campus partners to celebrate the start of the 
new academic year and to welcome a new 
class to the University of Houston and to the 
Honors College. The convocation is also our 
opportunity to recognize individuals who 
contribute to excellence at the University of 
Houston through their work in and with the 
Honors College.

The interdisciplinary and collaborative nature of honors education creates a place 
for exceptional faculty and staff to provide highly motivated UH students with a 
unique environment for growth. Our curriculum teaches students to think deeply and 
broadly and to speak and write persuasively, all with a critical eye. Our experiential 
learning programs engage undergraduate students across the University in high-
impact personal and professional growth. We recognized 434 students with honors 
designations at graduation on their way to more great accomplishments.

Some of the College’s achievements during the 2023-2024 academic year: 14 
Fulbright recipients (UH’s largest cohort ever), continued recognition as a Fulbright 
Hispanic Serving Institution Leader, and UH’s third Truman Scholar. We received 
our final $500,000 from the Mellon Foundation to prepare humanities students 
for graduate school in the humanities. The HonorsMed (HMED) program was 
launched in partnership with the Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine, and 
the Community Health Workers Initiative received $1 million from Harris County 
Public Health. Our Debate program continues to excel—the Policy Debate team, 
ranked among the top 10 in the nation, hosted their first Honors Debate Workshop 
for high school students this summer. These accomplishments, along with our faculty 
publications, continue to support the University’s goal of becoming one of the top 50 
public universities in the nation.  

Enjoy this evening of celebration with us as we begin a new academic year together!

Heidi Appel 
Dean, The Honors College
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Welcome  Heidi Appel
    Dean, The Honors College

Welcoming  Renu Khator
Remarks  President, University of Houston 

Musical  Hy Cao
Accompaniment Pianist

Keynote  Michael Dimock (’90)
Speaker  President, Pew Research Center

Recognitions Brenda Rhoden
    Assistant Dean, Student Success  
    Director, Leadership Studies

    Jonathan Williamson
    Associate Dean, Academic Programs  
    and Faculty Affairs

Background art: Shine and Rise (detail). Randy Twaddle, 2007. The Honors Commons.
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Keynote Speaker 
Michael Dimock (’90)

Michael Dimock is president of Pew Research Center, a nonpartisan fact tank that 
informs the public about the issues, attitudes, and trends shaping America and the 
world. 

A political scientist by education and training, Dimock joined the Center in 2000, 
became director of the Center’s political polling in 2012, and president in 2014. 
An expert on American political opinion, he co-authored several of the Center’s 
landmark research reports, including studies of long-term trends in American 
political and social values and reports on views of the candidates, campaigns, and key 
issues during several presidential election cycles.

Dimock has been a frequent commentator on public opinion and politics for major 
media organizations and has appeared as a guest analyst on numerous television 
and radio programs. He has published articles on voting behavior, public opinion, 
and survey methodology, and is a sought-after speaker, having presented at such 
venues as the Aspen Ideas Festival, Milken Institute Global Conference, and various 
professional symposia.

Dimock received his B.A. in political science from the University of Houston and his 
Ph.D. in political science from the University of California-San Diego. Before joining 
Pew Research Center, he was a political science professor at North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh, N.C. Born and raised in upstate New York, he currently lives in 
Falls Church, Virginia.
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Pianist 
Hy Cao

Hy Cao is a Junior in the Honors College and the College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics at the University of Houston, majoring in Biochemistry. He conducts 
research at ŞenLab, which is involved in cutting-edge studies focused on unraveling 
the mysteries of physical and chemical regulatory mechanisms in protein function. In 
addition to his academic pursuits, Hy has played the piano for many years, including 
volunteering at the MD Anderson play room to accompany children undergoing 
cancer treatment. Hy also volunteers with the SOS Stem zone, to helping young 
students learn about science. Currently, Hy serves as an Honors mentor, guiding and 
supporting fellow students in their academic and personal growth.

Musical Selection 
Clair de Lune 

Claude Debussy (1905)

“I chose Clair de Lune for its vast interpretative possibilities for different 
performers—like a college career, which can have many different paths. I want to 
remind our new students to dare to dream a little more.” —Hy Cao
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Faculty and Staff
Administration Heidi Appel

Dean, The Honors College

Stuart Long
Associate Dean,  
Undergraduate Research

Jonathan Williamson
Associate Dean, Academic 
Programs and Faculty Affairs

Brenda Rhoden
Assistant Dean, Student Success
Director, Leadership Studies

Haley Baker
Assistant to the Dean

Rikki Bettinger
Director, Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Major Awards

Megan Booth
Manager, Academic Records & 
Registration

Julia Brown
Manager, Communications

Any’A Creeks
Manager, Information Technology

Brenda Cruz-Wolf
Photographer and Videographer

Colleen Davies
Academic Adviser, 
Bauer Honors Program

Livia Garza
Program Manager, Office of 
Undergraduate Research and 
Major Awards

Rob Glass
Director, Speech & Debate

Sarah Gnospelius
Administrative Director, 
Bauer Honors Program

James Hays
Development Officer

Martha Hayes
Executive Director, 
Communications

Jennifer Hennessy
Director, Admissions & 
Recruitment

Mabel Herrera Garcia
Academic Adviser

Christopher Herrin
Department Business 
Administrator

Andrew Kapral
Director, Engaged Data Science

Alison Leland
Director, Honors Pre-Law and 
Public Service

Lorena Lopez
Director, College Business 
Operations

Miguel Lopez
Director, Honors Relations

Larry Lyke
Academic Adviser

Rida Nasir
Program Manager

Jacqline Njeri
Program Manager, Admissions & 
Recruitment

Cindy Paz
Director, Community Health 
Worker Initiative

Benjamin Rayder
Executive Director, Office of 
Undergraduate Research and 
Major Awards

Trinity Rayder
Director, Bonner Leaders Program

Aaron Reynolds
Academic Adviser

Cara Shokler
Program Director, Community 
Health Worker Initiative

Katie Welsh
Program Manager, Office of 
Undergraduate Research and 
Major Awards

Alice Yang
Manager, Recruitment & 
Scholarships



7

Teaching Faculty Mohan Ambikaipaker
Director, CLASS Honors Program

Elizabeth Anderson-Fletcher
Director, Bauer Honors Program

Michael Barnes
Classics

Michelle Belco
Political Science

Laura Bland
History, Philosophy of Science

James Breaux
Energy & Sustainability

Hayan Charara
English and Creative Writing

Ann Cheek
Biology/Biochemistry

Jeffrey Church
Political Science

Fritz Claydon
Cullen Honors Program

Carol Cooper
Political Science

Robert Cremins
English
Director, The Creative Work 
Program

Akua Debra
Energy & Sustainability

Douglas Erwing
History

Jamie Ferguson
English

Bryn Ford
Ancient History

Richard Garner
Speech & Debate

Dustin Gish
Political Science
Director, Phronêsis

Terry Hallmark
Political Science

Marc Hanke
Biology

Debbie Harwell
History
Editor, Center for Public History

Nick Jacobsen
Director, Energy & Sustainability

Ioannis Konstantinidis
Data Science 

Laurie Lambeth
Medicine & Society

Alexandra Landon
Director, Cullen Honors Program

Janet Lawler
Community & Civic Engagement

Christine LeVeaux-Haley
Political Science 

Robert Liddell
English and Creative Writing

Peggy Lindner
Data Analytics

John Lunstroth
Medicine & Society

Arlene Macdonald
Director, Medicine & Society

Ognjen Miljanic
Chemistry 

Olivia Miljanic
International Business

Abigail Modaff
History

Iain Morrison
Philosophy

Dan Price
Director, Data & Society
Director, Community Health 
Worker Initiative

Jesse Rainbow
Near Eastern Languages & 
Civilization

Max Rayneard
English
Associate Director, The Creative 
Work Program

Amna Saiyed
Psychology

Rita Sharp
Biology
Director, Honors in Co-curricular 
Engagement
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Teaching Faculty
Continued

David Shattuck
Electrical Engineering

Cengiz Sisman
History

Tamler Sommers
Philosophy

Marina Trninic
English and Rhetoric

Len Trombetta
Cullen Honors Program

Timothy Vale
History

Lesli Vollrath
English

Andrew Werner
Philosophy

Robert Zaretsky
Intellectual History

Honors College  
Advisory Board 

Members of the Honors College Advisory Board serve as ambassadors for the College, actively 
supporting the Honors mission by taking leadership roles in fundraising and by promoting and 
engaging the Honors College in the Houston business and civic community.

Lani Ramsey, President
Anjay Ajodha
Phillip Arvanetakis
Blair Ault
Benedetto Bosco
Timothy Brown
Alejandro Capetillo
M.H. “Butch” Cersonsky
Martin Cominsky

Christopher Dodd
Jeff Dodd
Mike Gapinski
Sean Gorman
Sean Haley
Michael Harlan 
Steven Hecht
John Hounihan
Michael Lore

James Murphy
Chloe Ng
Kaitlyn Palividas
Michael Pipkin
Julie Pradel 
Karen Webster
Trey Wilkinson 
Arthur Yuan

Board Members Emeriti

Board Members

Vincent D. Foster Carl Moerer, Jr. Matt Steele
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The Honors College
Entering Class

ENTERING CLASS OF 2024
 

Number of Entering Students  657 Distribution by Class Rank in
Freshman Students   557 Secondary School
Mid-career Students   100  Top 10%        47%
       (including 15 Valedictorians)
Gender Distribution   Next 10%        21%
Female    58% Below 20%       12%
Male     42% Unranked        20%

      Distribution by ACT Index
Ethnic Distribution    ACT Index   (SAT)
Asian    31% 30-36             (1360-1600)      44%
Hispanic    25.5% 27-29             (1260-1350)      22%
White    21% 25-26             (1200-1250)        5%
Black    11.5% <25                 (<1200)         5%
International     6% Test Optional       24%
Multicultural     3% 
Unreported/Other     2% Average ACT Index        30
      New SAT Average    1380

Distribution by College 2024
 Entering Class Overall
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design 11 56
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts 10 45
C. T. Bauer College of Business 85 344
College of Education 21 85
Cullen College of Engineering 153 542
Conrad N. Hilton College of Global Hospitality Leadership 3 13
Hobby School of Public Affairs 2 7
College of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences 134 577
College of Natural Sciences & Mathematics 225 749
Andy and Barbara Gessner College of Nursing 5 25
Exploratory Studies 8 30
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Tolu Abayomi
Natalia Bautista Molina
Molly Geisheimer
Angelina Le

Jude Mughrabi
Prinye Obomanu
Rory Page
Abigail Tobey

Kelson Trabue
Krystal Trujillo
Tatiana Wesley

Incoming Honors Students
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts
Bolu Abayomi
Paris Figueroa
Danea Morris
Jared Ponce

Elena Ruiz
Jazmine Salazar
Saba Sarfraz
Anastasia Sciretti

Tiffany Sellers
Carden Tran

C. T. Bauer College of Business
James Alam
Zayan Ashiq
Marko Avila
Zara Baloch
Layla Baltic
Demi Banjoko
Cynthia Bautista
Hirni Bhuta
Matthew Bobjak
Taura Borman
Chiara Brambilla
William Caro
Rena Chang
Rishi Chava
Elias Chirico Eliaz
Roy Choy
Clarita Contreras
Alyssa Cruz
Meghana Divi
Moussa El-Jor
Chloe Enard
Maria Fai Olivares
Gabby Gad
Mikayla Garcia

Erik Gonzalez
Dominic Green
Yaddeni Hailu
Rida Hasan
Preston Ho
James Hua
Ayra Imran
Johnni Johnson
Momar Kasse
Aleesha Khawaja
Irene Kim
Elisee Kouaho
Sean Krajewski
Tolulope Kuye
Tran Lam
Gunn Lamba
Lina Laroussi
Chinh Le
Grayson Lee
Tiffany Lindsay
Leandro Lopez
Camila Lugo
Brandon Luna
Daniel Magruder

Natalia Maldonado-Bagatella
Aleeza Malik
Leslie Martinez
Stephanie Medrano
Mary Merino
Isha Nakil
Casey Nguyen
Kim Nguyen
Megan Nguyen
Sidney Nguyen
Tammy Nguyen-Thach
Alexis Nunez
Jaylene Nyarko
Sebastian Pan
Nandhini Praveen
Kelvin Qiu
Cameron Rayford
Josue Rebolloso
Stefany Rodriguez-Reyes
Minakshi Roy
Celine Said
Daniela Sanchez
Deldon Sivakumar
Shamya Smith
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College of Education
Aj Adejuwon
Aliya Ali
Mashal Arain
Jordan De La Rosa
Mirialys Diaz-Robles
Ikoojo Egwuche
Gabriel Fontenelle

Yaretzi Gonzalez Chavez
Kashuf Hashmi
Husai Hurtado
Puneeth Imadi Imadi
Arooba Khan
Marium Khan
Inaya Mehmood

Rabea Mudassar
Vy Ngo
Ethan Nguyen
Arsalan Rauf
Arisa Sharieff
Shalini Thomas

Cullen College of Engineering
Shane Abbott
Lola Abdellatif
Nadia Abdu
Israel Adeboye
Kehinde Ajiboye
Kenneth Ajoku
Mena Al Lamy
Bethia Alegado
Yvette Ayodoro
Maisann Azouz
Theo Babich
Aditya Basak
Juan Bercian Jr
Bradley Berndt
Jason Beveridge
Ariana Bhuiyan
Mitchell Blott
Jennifer Bonilla
Ayla Bouzari Pour Boeini
Shiv Brahmbhatt
Grace Brown
Joshua Brown
Aric Buehring
Kenny Bui
Hayden Burnett
Rebecca Byju
Juan Pablo Cabrera
Owen Cai
Thaleia Caldwell

Andrew Canada
Yuritzy Cardenas
Romulus Caroselli
Erike Carreira
Ariana Castellano
William Champion
Hoa Dang
Abiral Dangol
Jane Descant
Sydney Devone
Moez Dumitrascu
Elias Echegoyen
Ayden Edwards
Zach El-Badawi
Jesse Eliud
Hussein Elsaie
Aiden Fair
Julia Faria Hepner
Warnakulasooriya Fernando
Jacob Forray
Shawn Gao
Emir Garajayev
Octavio Garcia
Dani Garcia Plascencia 

Rodriguez
Nilesh Garg
Jose Garza
Safia Gbamgbola
Juan Gonzalez

Savannah Gonzalez
Quincy Green
Nidhi Gupta
Victor Harthcock
Riley Hench
Tayten Herath
Omar Hernandez Hernandez 

Garcia
Khaled Hlayel
Angelina Huynh
Halimat Ilesanmi
Kartikeyan Immanuelraj
Nuriia Isangalina
Simrah Jamal
Nick James
Astrid Janser
Fatima Jimenez
Mehreen Khan
Raiyan Khan
Verne Khan
Shezad Khondker
Jacob King
Madeline King
Meghana Kotta
Levi Ladden
Jonathon Lafleur
Sissi Lai Lai
Alex Lam
Mihika Langadi

C. T. Bauer College of Business Continued

Ellie Stander
Greta Stroud
Trenton Stuenkel
Chris Tom

Eva Torres
Leslie Turcios
Emily Uzner
Vincent Verdugo Voortman

Valkyn Villa
Paul Vo
Brianna Wilson
Kylie Wood
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Cullen College of Engineering Continued

Alex Le
Christopher Loorkhoor
Hadi Lotf
Issac Mani
Ebrahim Mansoor
Ronan Marlar
Alan Martinez
Kathryn Matt
Yann Memel-Melesse
Arick Meng
Mateo Modr
Aly Mohamed Mohamed
Omar Mohammad
Paria Mosaffa
Alex Nguyen
Dominic Nguyen
Hana Nguyen
Hieu Nguyen
Kalee Nguyen
Francisca Nieto
Harry Odiakosa
Chibuike Okoye
Clarence Omotalade

Oliver Ong
Gurkiran Pandher
Sajak Pant
Emily Perez
Julia Pinell
Alex Pokladnik
Cody Powell
Aadil Qureshi
Pal Rabheru
Mohammed Raiyan
Oscar Ramirez
Alex Ramos
Noelia Reyes
Rossangela Reyes
Isabel Rivero
Hannah Robinson
J Salas
Asha Salim
Natalie Samaan
Abheek Satishkumar
Ally Schrenk
Lily Shade
Shais Sharafi

Abdullah Shittu
Rayad Sieuchan
Benjamin Smith
Vivian Spoede
Ibrahim Tayyan
Jonathan Thomas
Edson Torres
Brian Tran
Cardin Tran
Landon Truitt
Hector Umana
Kamren Vance
Bradley Vu
Sean Vuong
Andrew Wang
Dexter Whiles
Kaeli White
Samuel Worley
Brandon Yuan
Joshua Zahr
Karla Zelaya
John Zografos

Conrad N. Hilton College of Global Hospitality 
Leadership
Amaya Ketter Alli Moseley Laasya Ravi

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Deazah Brooks Joshua Sambrano

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
Samara Abban
Asra Abdurrazzaque
Bunmi Adesoba
Sofiah Ahmad
Bayennah Ahmed
Abdullah Al Safi
Enny Alaba
Natalia Alarcon-Castro

Kamila Almazan
Camila Almazan Guerrero
Lili Arney
Hajrah Asam
Josie Aycock
Ana Baquedano
Joy Barasa
Diego Belmares

Katy Bennett
John Benson
Hannah Bhaskaran
Linsey Bledsoe
Sadie Bostwick
Alyssa Box
Mia Brizuela
Sammie Brown



15

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences Continued

Anastasia Burdzinski
Alex Cabot
Jacob Cantu
Kathryn Cast
Ari Castaneda
Josh Castner
Kelsey Castro
Ava Cruz
Kaylee Daniel
Mikarrin Daniels
Kota Dennis
Assurance Echami
Noor El Gendy
Lauren Elliott
Alex Ellis
Isabella Espinoza
Osarugue Evbuomwan
Gabriella Fernandez
Julia Fisher
Carla Flores
Jai Foster
Brianna Garcia
Andrew Geltner
Alexandria Gomez
John Graham
Caleb Hawkins
Noah Hawver
Andy Hechiche
Jared Holmes
Ali Hussain
Ammar Irshad
Isabel Issakhan
Tres Jass III
Camila Jimenez
Rafael Jimenez
Aleia Johnson
Kelise Jones

Luke Juarez
omi Kassahun
Rashi Kaur
Ellie Kelley
Aisha Khan
Ayeisha Kirkland
Maria Krylova
Francheska Laguna
Zawi Lakhani
Kynlee Landrum
Kira Latson
Nina Le
Thu Le
Javiera Ledezma
Amy Lee
Jeremy Lerman
James Loo
Daniel Malev
Nate Manzano
Stevie Marshall
Isabella Martin
Graham Mcadams
Jasmine Melendez-Herrera
Lindsay Miller
Abdullah Mohammed
Arielle Navarro
Jessica Ngo
Arnold Nguyen
Abigail Noble
Yora Odili Odili
Stephanie Oladipo
Jemima Osime
Karla Padilla
Cadence Pate
Diana Paz
Zach Pedraza
Jesse Quintero

Neha Rajeev
Adriana Ramirez
Kaviya Ravikumar
Maisa Rguig
Roxanne Riddle
Mary Roden
Jasyah Ross-Garcia
Rubio Ruby
Jorge Rueda Molina
Abel Ruedas
Gustavo Salinas
Lana Shannak
Ping Shaver
Caitlyn Shea
Berkley Sheffield
Bryce Sheffield
Ibrahim Sherwani
Chloe Stegner
Alyssa Stewart
Nadjah Stonewall
Millena Taffere
Duaa Tanvir
Gracie Tran
Hai Tran
Cassett Trout
Emilia Urioste
Giselle Velasquez
Lindsey Vessels
Mytran Vo
Baila Walker
Haydn Watson
Natalie Way
Chloe Wilken
Jake Willars
Grace Wilson
Stacey Zhang
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College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics
Serene Aamer Aamer
Muhammad Abbasi
Anderson Acord
Abbie Agyare
Emre Ak
Favor Akande
Ayaz Akbar
Naomi Akinneye
Farah Al Hadad
Raghad Al-Gharrawi
Leila Alavi Naini
Esha Ali
Andres Amaya
Noor Asif
Emaan Asim
Kabeer Assnani
Blane Aubele
Jasnoor Aulakh
Denis Avdic
Nawal Aziz
Inayah Baig
Macy Baker
Varun Balaji
Sanjay Balasubramanian
Angela Balderas
Shinelle Barretto
Chase Beeler
Sabrina Bell
Berkay Bildaci
Mia Borbon
Adam Boukhris
Peter Bui
Quang Hung Bui
Celeste Cabrales
Carmela Caroselli
Emily Carrillo
Natalie Carrillo
Adelie Casey
Jasmine Cavazos
Noel Chacko
Grace Chu
Elijah Clark
Erica Miguelle Conde
Pamela Crawford
Katie Crouch
Julie Dang
Heaven Davenport
Saptarshi De

Michael Desai
Nadia Dido
Mia Dyer
Lama Elsayed
Rebecca Eng
Jacqueline Esquivel
Stephen Etuokwu
Mariyam Fatema
Aeliya Fatima
Mahnoor Fatima
Aisha Fatusi
Nathan Fernandes
Alessia Foyen
Ethan Fu
Carl Fuller
Pavan Gali
Rodney Garfield
Eduardo Garza Vazquez
Iqbal Ghanchi
Dareen Ghoneim
Nathan Giang
Alex Gilford
Natalie Gillen
Kayla Gonzalez-Yapp
Chelsea Greer
Julian Griffin
Marvin Guinto
Eesha Gupta
Shukraan Hammed
Lane Harper
Jazlyn Haywood
Andre Hermes
Antonio Hernandez
Yukiko Hiroi
Kara Hwang
Zeyad Ibrahim
Zoheyr Imtiaz
Ailiya Jafry
Aleena Javed
Harper Jones
Simrah Junani
Selim Kanat
Maryam Kausar
Ahmed Kazi
Kyler Kelly
Hajra Khan
Paige Klobucnik
Saradhyuti Kondamadugula

Zalan Kovalik
Samantha Kozuch
Naina Kurup
Grace Labuga
Tyler Landgrebe
Natalie Lartigue
Lauren Le
David Leal Gonzalez
Sophia Leatherman
Kai Lenton
Brandon Leong
Casey Lewis
Mar Lidasan
Aime Lihono
Rosemary Lissi
angela Liu
Lily Lopez
Kate Luna
Andrew Ly
Jennifer Ly
Hayle Ma
Naiza Mahbub
Sarah Malik
Isabella Marrero
Quaiden Marshall
Jacob Mathew
Megan Matison
Christina Matt
Jefferson Mccomb
Gabriel Medina
Nahomy Melendez-Montes
Anjali Mohammed
Aleena Moiz
Amsal Moiz
Isabella Montalvo
Adaora Mordi
Trent Moseley
Kummail Musavi
Naren Narumanchi
Namra Naveed
Andrew Nguyen
Angelina Nguyen
Bao Nguyen Nguyen
Julia Nguyen
Phuong Nguyen
Sophia Nguyen
Maria Drew Nuique
Olajide Olanipekun
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Andy and Barbara Gessner College of Nursing
Precious Cyrus-David
Micah Hall

Grace Headley
Pooja Shah

Kamrynn Smith

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics Continued

Isabella Orlaska
Arella Orozco Hernandez
Isabella Owens
Yahya Ozay
Sathya Pallapothula
Akanksha Pampangowdgari
Zeel Patel
Justin Pham
Keili Pham
Quan Pham
Ana Phan
Anika Phan
Catherine Phan
Jenny Phan
Noor Qadeer
Gonzalo Ramirez Pulido
Haley Ramos
Rasheed Rasheed
Laay Raval
Mohammed Razzaq
Tirea Reed
Amira Regaila
Zoubida Rezki
Sophia Richardson
Mohammad Rizwan
Jonathan Robin
Isa Rodriguez
Juan Rodriguez

Hannah Rosanes
Retty Roy
Maria Salas Castro
Usman Sami
Steven Sanchez
Emilio Saucedo
Nathan Schwartz
Val Segovia
Dhrishit Shah
Prachi Shah
Saad Shaikh
Aayan Sheikh
Michael Sheth
Shahmir Siddiqui
Nyree Sinclair
Madeline Sinitiere
Komathi Sivakumar
Maximus So
Zainab Sohail
Plum Song
Ari Sotelo
Manvi Srivastava
Jonathan Stephen Stephen
Havah Sterns
Skye Stubblefield
Yasin Syed
Tammie Thai
Vincent Thai

Phillip Tian
Ramiro Tijerina
Emmy Tornez
Daniellah Torres
Katelynn Tran
Kelvin Tran Tran
Linda Tran
Trung Tran
Inaaya Tranam
Kaylee Tse
Liza Tsoi
Isaac Turner
Ege Unal
Chukwuma Uzoma
Ganesh Vaishnav
Daniel Valadez
Rithika Vinod
Ngoc Vo
Asia Wang
Jacobe West
Annie Woods
Christian Wooten
Julia Wright
Cindy Yang
Eunice Yi
Lisa Zheng

Exploratory Studies
Rhayla Candler
Deborah Dada
Savannah Henningson

Andrew Montalvo-Rios
Alan Pineda
Zella Price

Aracely Saavedra
Moriah Shuttlesworth
Sameeha Siddiqui
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2024 Honors Scholarships
We thank our donors for supporting the following student, faculty, and staff scholarships and awards: 

Alan B. Parker Scholarship
Alfred Hibbler Scholarship
Amy & John Luchsinger 
Scholarship
Andrews Kurths Scholarship
Arturo Monsanto Scholarship
Balboa Recruitment 
Scholarship
Becky & Truman Arnold 
Scholarship
Bee and Kee Wong Faculty 
Engagement Award
Ben & Cindy Talley 
Scholarship
Bessie Monroe Ebaugh 
Scholarship
Bonner Student Scholarship
Christopher Knapp/Chilton 
Capital Management 
Scholarship
Class of 1989 Scholarship
Cooper Industries Scholarship
Dorothy F. Bettencourt Clay 
Scholarship
Dr. Ted Estess Scholarship
Edith and Robert Zinn 
Scholarship
El Paso Corporation Merit 
Scholarship
Enron Merit Scholarship
Everett Dyer Scholarship
Faber-Economon European 
Travel (F.E.E.T.) Scholarship  
Frank Hevrdejs Endowed 
Scholarship
Fred & Mabel R. Parks 
Scholarship
Goodman Scholarship
Government Securities Corp 
Scholarship

Great Conversation 
Scholarship
Honors College Scholars 
Scholarship
Honors Student Governing 
Board Scholarship
Jack Blanton Scholarship
Jan Family Scholarship
Jane & Robert Cizik 
Scholarship
Jane and Ronald Lerner 
Endowed Scholarship
Jane Blaffer Owen Scholarship
JD Fields Scholarship
Jeff Dodd & Susan Ohsfeldt 
Scholarship
JP Morgan Merit Scholarship
Kaitlyn Jane Palividas 
Endowed Scholarship for 
Servant Leaders
Lay Presidential Scholarship
Lerner Family Fund Faculty 
Fellowships
Lerner Family Fund 
Faculty/Staff Professional 
Development Scholarships
Lerner Family Fund Travel 
Scholarship
Lester & Sue Smith 
Scholarship
Lively Family Scholarship
Lynette Autrey Honors 
Scholarship
Mary Harding Hoffman 
Scholarship
Matthew B. and Tamara Steele 
Award for Teaching Excellence
McMillan/Gerstacker 
Scholarship
Michelle & Ed Noack 
Scholarship

Moya Family Scholarship
Olga & Gerardo Balboa 
Scholarship
Phoenix Scholarship by Kim 
and Kelly Hayes
Prometheus Charitable Trust 
Scholarship
Prometheus Endowment 
Scholarship
Ross M. Lence Memorial 
Scholarship
Sara Marie Bettencourt 
Scholarship
Steve Martin Scholarship
Steven Hecht & Deborah 
Brochstein Scholarship
Sybil Pittman Estess 
Scholarship
Tau Kappa Epsilon Scholarship
T.L.L. Temple Foundation 
Scholarship
Ted L. Estess Award for 
Academic Leadership
Thomas Monroe Travel 
Scholarship 
Thomas R. & Richard S. 
Franklin Scholarship
UH Foundation Excellence 
Scholarship
UH Foundation Founders 
Scholarship
University Community 
Endowment Scholarship
Vince and Louise Foster Award 
for Teaching Excellence
Wilhelmina Robertson Smith 
Scholarship
William Randolph Hearst 
Scholarship

The Honors College recognizes the National Merit Scholarship, the Tier One Scholarship, the 
Terry Foundation, and the Provost Service Learning Scholarship for supporting Honors students 
in 2024-2025 school year.
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Honors College 
Curricular  

Programs
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The Human Situation
Liberal education in the 
Honors College begins with 
“The Human Situation,” a 
year-long course in which 
students of all colleges and 
majors join with faculty 
representing a range of 
humanities fields to read, 
discuss, and write about the 
foundational texts and ideas 
of Western world literature. 

Guided by the vision 
of a common academic 
experience for all Honors 
College students, the course 
began in the fall of 1977 
with four professors, a mere 
75 students, and a list of 
ancient Greek texts. Today, 
Teams Alpha and Omega 
together enroll around 600 
students and are taught by 
nearly 20 professors. While 
the classic texts of Greek 
civilization — foundational 
to modern science, 
democracy, philosophy, 
medicine, drama, and 
academic life itself — still 
figure prominently in the 
fall semester, the course has 
evolved to include books 
from a number of other 

ancient cultures. Recent “Antiquity” reading lists have featured texts from Roman, Hebrew, Christian, 
Islamic, Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Indian and Chinese traditions.

Early in its history, the course grew to include a spring semester covering the origins of “Modernity,” 
the period beginning with the Renaissance and leading to the present. Spring readings lists invariably 
include a Shakespeare play, along with literary and philosophical texts representing broad intellectual 
movements such as the Enlightenment, Romanticism, Modernism, and Post-Colonialism. 

The course offers students several ways to engage with the assigned texts. Each week, they attend a 
series of lectures given by an interdisciplinary team of Honors faculty, as well as small seminar-style 
discussions led by a single faculty member. They write a number of critical essays on the assigned texts, 
and receive detailed feedback on both the content and style of their writing. The semester culminates in 
an oral final exam, during which students are called upon to think on their feet as they synthesize and 
articulate their thinking over the course of the semester. 

Learn More:

The Human
Situation
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Honors College  
Minors

Creative Work
The Creative Work minor is a pre-professional program for students interested in following great 
ideas from inspiration to realization. Looking to exemplars in the arts and the solutions they inspire, 
the minor asks students to bring their best minds to the world’s social, ethical, political, artistic, and 
pragmatic challenges. The minor is dedicated to the notion that brilliant ideas rarely come to fruition 
without interdisciplinary, collaborative approaches.  

Data & Society
The Data & Society minor explores the social impact of data science, including how new techniques 
reflect broader economic and political systems and how these approaches impact humanities’ informed 
decision-making. At the core of the minor are opportunities to work on projects that utilize data to 
bring the needs and voices of Houston’s communities to the forefront. Students who complete the 
minor will not only build knowledge and skills but will also leave with a meaningful story to tell about 
their project. 

Energy and Sustainability
The Energy and Sustainability minor is an interdisciplinary study of issues surrounding existing, 
transitional, and alternative energy resources. Issues are approached from the perspectives of 
engineering and technology, economics and business, architecture and design, public policy, and 
history. Students in the minor will have the opportunity to meet key contacts in the energy field and 
stay engaged in the business community.

Learn More:

Honors Minors  
and Programs

Creative Work
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Honors College  
Minors

Leadership Studies
The Leadership Studies minor seeks to promote leadership development by educating students for and 
about leadership in a complex world and is dedicated to advancing the field of leadership studies by 
building upon and critically evaluating existing theoretical, research-based, and practical knowledge. 
The goal of the minor is to prepare students to serve effectively in formal and informal leadership roles 
in campus, local, national, and global contexts.

Medicine & Society
The Medicine & Society minor is an interdisciplinary course of study focused on the medical 
humanities and health ethics. It is designed for both students pursuing a career in the health professions 
as well as any other majors interested in gaining a deeper understanding of issues of health and disease 
from a variety of perspectives. When it comes to the effective practice of medicine — empathic, 
compassionate, and attentive — the study of humanities plays a crucial role. Not only does it lead to a 
greater awareness of the many local, national, and global challenges faced by medical communities in 
both the past and present, but it can also point to innovative future solutions as well.

PhronÊsis: Politics & Ethics
Phronêsis is the ancient Greek word for prudence, or practical wisdom. As an Honors minor and 
program in Politics & Ethics, Phronêsis aims to cultivate practical intelligence. Students in this program 
develop their capacities to engage difficult moral and political issues confronting our world today. In 
their courses, students discuss fundamental questions and problems of political and moral concern 
from a wide range of perspectives. 

Data & Society
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Affiliated Disciplinary  
Honors Programs

Bauer Business Honors Program
The Bauer Business Honors Program offers a specialized business Honors curriculum along with 
networking and social events for Honors College business majors. With an outstanding curriculum and 
ample opportunities to interact with alumni and corporate friends, Bauer Honors provides students 
with a competitive advantage when entering the corporate world or pursuing graduate school. 

CLASS Honors Program
The CLASS Honors Program, in partnership with the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, 
offers Honors students majoring in the humanities, liberal arts, and social sciences, a robust range of co-
curricular programming, enhanced Honors course offerings in their chosen major, and a community of 
motivated scholars. 

Cullen Honors Program (CHP)
A joint endeavor with the Honors College and the Cullen College of Engineering, this program 
encourages engineering and technology students to take a bold approach to their education by making 
connections between their courses, exploring the applications of their studies, pursuing undergraduate 
research, and leading in their extracurricular pursuits. Students in the Cullen Honors Program join a 
cohort that will challenge and support them throughout their four years and post-graduation. 
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Joint Curricular 
Programs

3+3 Honors PhronÊsis/Law Dual Degree 
Program (UH Law)
The 3+3 Law Dual Degree Program offers Honors College students the opportunity to learn more 
about the necessary preparation for law school and the practice of law. Successful students have the 
opportunity to begin studies at the UH Law Center following the completion of their third year in the 
Honors College. 

3+2 Honors PhronÊsis/Public Policy Dual 
Degree Program (Hobby School of Public 
Policy)
The Honors College, in collaboration with the Hobby School of Public Policy and the College of Liberal 
Arts and Social Sciences, offers a 3+2 Program, an Undergraduate/Masters in Public Policy Dual 
Degree Program. The program will allow a small group of exceptional students the opportunity to enter 
the Hobby School of Public Affairs’ Master of Public Policy (MPP) program one year early, at the end of 
their junior year in the Honors College. The program offers mentoring, support, and advising. 

The Houston Premedical Academy (Baylor 
College of Medicine)
The Houston Premedical Academy is a partnership between the Michael E. DeBakey High School for 
Health Professions and the Baylor College of Medicine, where students apply for up to six conditionally 
guaranteed slots at Baylor College of Medicine. Students are selected through interviews held at Baylor 
College of Medicine during their senior year at DeBakey High School.

HMed (Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of 
Medicine)
The HonorsMed (HMed) program provides selected students with a conditional acceptance pathway 
to medical school. HMed is a partnership between the Honors College and the Tilman J. Fertitta Family 
College of Medicine.

© Aker Imaging
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Programs
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Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Major Awards

The Office of Undergraduate Research and Major Awards (OURMA) provides 
mentored research opportunities for undergraduates of all majors and departments 
across campus. Participation in undergraduate research enables undergraduates to 
make a difference in their fields and form strong mentorships with faculty members 
in their discipline.

National Fellowships
Applying to national fellowships and major awards can be a critical component of any student’s 
education. These opportunities are instrumental towards enhancing the academic and professional 
development of a candidate, providing guidance and constructive feedback throughout the application 
process, as well as valuable preparation for future applications, such as jobs and graduate school. 
OURMA’s website includes information on undergraduate and graduate fellowships in addition to 
research and internship opportunities.

Senior Honors Thesis
The Senior Honors Thesis is a two-semester, six credit hour capstone research experience under the 
guidance of a faculty mentor. Students of all majors can participate — membership in the Honors 
College is not required. The Office of Undergraduate Research and Major Awards collaborates with the 
Honors College and the college of the student’s major to oversee the thesis process and approval.

Learn More:

OURMA
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Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Major Awards

Houston Scholars
Houston Scholars is a competitive program for high-achieving freshmen and sophomores to receive 
mentorship and scholarship funding to pursue research, internships, and other distinctive experiential 
learning opportunities. Through targeted programming, participants will hone their academic and 
professional skills, develop connections with faculty, engage in scholarly endeavors, and be prepared to 
apply to nationally competitive scholarships and top graduate programs.

Houston Scholars



30

Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Major Awards

Undergraduate Research Programs
Research enables you to work one-on-one in collaboration with a faculty mentor, and to contribute 
to original scholarship at the undergraduate level. OURMA provides support, resources, and research 
opportunities for undergraduate students through faculty-mentored research programs. 

Energy Scholars
The Energy Scholars Program at the University of Houston provides undergraduate students the 
opportunity to work on a year-long research project under the direction of a UH faculty mentor. The 
program is generously funded by several energy stakeholders and is open to students of all disciplines 
who are interested in working on a research project related to energy.

FrameWorks
The FrameWorks program is dedicated to elevating undergraduate critical inquiry in the 
interdisciplinary humanities through mentorship and peer-support, an annual symposium and 
the publication of undergraduate humanities research in a dedicated journal, FrameWorks. The 
FrameWorks program is generously supported by the Honors College, the College of Liberal Arts and 
Social Sciences, and the Cougar Initiative to Engage (CITE). 

Honors Faculty Research Assistantship
The Honors Faculty Research Assistantship, supported by the Lerner Family Fund, is an undergraduate 
research opportunity coordinated by the Office of Undergraduate Research and Major Awards. 
Students gain experience in research by supporting Honors College faculty members in their respective 
research work.

Houston Early Research Experience (HERE)
The Houston Early Research Experience (HERE) program recognizes freshmen and sophomore 
students who excel academically and are engaged in the campus and local community. This two-week 
seminar series engages students from all majors and orients undergraduates to the fundamentals of 
conducting research through faculty-led small group discussions and research presentations. The 
HERE program concludes with student-developed research proposal presentations.

Houston Early Research Experience
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Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Major Awards

Mellon Research Scholars
Supported by a third $500,000 grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, a total of 60 
undergraduate students will receive financial support to participate in faculty-mentored research 
activities between spring 2024 and spring 2027. This includes a two-week graduate school boot camp, 
a 10-week full-time summer research experience, and a Senior Honors Thesis or intensive independent 
research project. 

Provost’s Undergraduate Research Scholars (PURS)
The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Scholarship program provides talented students with the 
opportunity to participate in a semester-long research project under the direction of a University of 
Houston faculty mentor.  

Research for Aspiring Coogs in the Humanities (REACH)
The Research for Aspiring Coogs in the Humanities (REACH) Program at the University of Houston 
is a collaborative effort supported by the Cougar Initiative to Engage and the Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Major Awards. REACH provides a year-long introductory research experience for 
students in humanities disciplines by connecting participants to existing research projects at the 
University of Houston.

Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF)
The Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship program seeks to provide funding for rising UH 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors across all disciplines to participate in a focused, full-time, 10-week 
research experience under the direction of UH faculty.

Mellon Research Scholars
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Honors College Community-
Engaged Learning Programs

The Honors College Community-Engaged Learning program brings community members, faculty, and 
students together to address challenges affecting quality of life in the city and region.

Bonner Leaders Program
The Bonner Leaders are students dedicated to improving lives in the community. They respond to the 
economic, social, and cultural challenges affecting the quality of life in the city of 
Houston.  The Bonners are top academic performers who learn by engaging in the 
community. Through their project-based service, Bonner Leaders learn critical skills, 
including leadership, teamwork, project planning, and time management. Bonner 
students serve on one of seven projects aimed at alleviating the effects of poverty in 
Houston in the areas of education and food insecurity. 

The Houston Health 
Museum
The Houston Health Museum, a Smithsonian 
affiliate, annually hosts Honors College interns. 
The hands-on experience includes working 
with kids in summer science camps, teaching in 
the DeBakey Cell Lab, leading the Global Teen 
Medical Summit, working with museum staff 
on exhibitions and programs, and giving visitors 
tours. 

Learn More:

Bonner Leaders 
Program

Bonner Leaders Program

The Houston Health Museum
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Honors College Community-
Engaged Learning Programs

Engaged Data and Community Health
The Hewlett Packard Enterprise Data Science Institute (HPE DSI) partners with 
The Honors College to support a set of community-engaged research and learning 
programs organized under the Engaged Data and Community Health (EDCH) group 
led by Dr. Dan Price (Honors College Faculty) and unified around a central mission 
of re-orienting the role universities play in supporting undergraduate students and 
local communities. EDCH’s approach is grounded by a commitment to build projects 

that center the voices of the people we serve, support individual flourishing, and make honest use of 
data to communicate ongoing transformations. Operating as a large-scale interdisciplinary partnership, 
EDCH coordinates more than a dozen interconnected projects involving more than a dozen faculty and 
staff, hundreds of UH students, and thousands of local community members each year.

Community Health Worker Initiative (CHWI)
Community Health Workers (CHW) are the frontline of a transformation in health care where 
prevention, behavior change, resource matching, and health advocacy all come from the communities 
themselves. Students interested in becoming a certified CHW can complete a 160-hour course 
approved by the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS). UH students study alongside 
community members training to work in the frontlines for health and service non-profits. Each year 
more than 250 community members and several dozen undergraduate students complete the CHW 
certification.

Engaged Data Science (EDS)
The Engaged Data Science (EDS) program was founded in fall 2019 to expand opportunities for 
undergraduate students to conduct data science projects that use real-world data to examine issues 
relevant to local communities. Importantly, EDS focuses on broadening participation beyond 
those academic disciplines traditionally associated with data science by supporting long-term 
interdisciplinary research projects through the Data & Society minor degree program, Data Analytics 
in Student Hands (DASH) research projects, and the George “Trey” Pharis III Fellowship program, an 
innovative ten-week summer research experience. Each year, UH students complete more than 150 
long-term learning experiences through EDS programs.

Learn More:

Engaged Data and 
Community Health

The Pharis Fellowship
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Honors Debate  
Program

The University of Houston Honors Debate Program is the home of competitive speech and debate on 
campus. A co-curricular program of the Honors College, it harnesses the competitive energy of UH 
undergraduates to engage them in research, argumentation, and leadership on the grand challenges 
facing contemporary society. As a high-impact key engagement activity, its strategic goals are to 
cultivate competitive success, encourage campus engagement, and foster community building across 
Houston and beyond. The team is made up of three components:

Policy Debate
The oldest and longest running form of debate in the country. This focuses on one policy proposition 
for the entire year and requires master’s degree level research from its participants. The Policy Debate 
program traces its heritage to the earliest days of the University, when it was one of the most successful 
in the nation. In the last few years it has returned to that level, being consistently ranked in the top-ten 
in the country and is regularly one of the largest in the nation. 

Models Debate
This format of debate focuses on students roleplaying as delegates in a variety of international 
organizations (e.g. the United Nations, Arab League, the G20, or the World Health Organization.) This 
format focuses on reaching consensus with fellow students, grasping the complexities of international 
relations, and understanding the nuances of negotiation and compromise.

Legal Debate 
This branch engages in two formats of debate: Mock Trial, where students act out the various parts 
of a trial, including examining and cross-examining witnesses, to understand the nuances of the legal 
system, and Moot Court where students engage in competitive appellate advocacy regarding complex 
legal cases. These formats train students in legal advocacy and help to teach students the nuances of the 
judicial system as it is applied and not just theorized. 

Learn More:

Honors  
Debate Program

Honors Debate Team



The Grand Challenges Forum
2024-2025 Theme:  

Art and Science in Public
The Grand Challenges Forum encourages students to think critically, discuss openly, and learn 
unequivocally. The Honors College welcomes a diverse group of distinguished scholars, authors, 
activists, and artists in an effort to further the University’s commitment to intellectual rigor, critical 
thinking, and scholarly excellence. The Grand Challenges Forum offers students a time to hear a 
wide range of lectures dedicated to a common theme, which for the 2024-2025 academic year is 
“Art and Science in Public.” 

The Grand Challenges Forum is open to the entire UH Community. The lectures will be held on 
Fridays from 1 to 2 p.m. in the Honors College Commons. For more information, please visit: 
thehonorscollege.com/gcf.

Michael Dimock, Ph.D. 
President, Pew Research Center 
“Behind the Polls: The Value and Meaning of Public Opinion” .....................  August 30, 2024

Jacob Howland, Ph.D. 
Provost, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, and Dean of the 
Intellectual Foundations Program, University of Austin 
“State, Constitution, and the Death of Politics” ...........................................  September 20, 2024

Julián Castro, J.D.  
Chief Executive Officer, Latino Community Foundation 
“How You Can Change American Politics” ........................................................... October 4, 2024

Amanda Stronza, Ph.D. 
Environmental Anthropologist, Texas A&M University 
“More than Conflict: Insights on Human-Wildlife Coexistence  
from Social Science and Indigenous Knowledge” .......................................... November 1, 2024

Art and Science 
in Public 

Learn More:

The Grand  
Challenges Forum
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Honors Learning Abroad 
and Learning Away

2023-2024 Learning Abroad/Away

Learning Abroad: 
F.E.E.T. Scholarship

Learning Away: Creative Work
Artists and Their Regions

Learning Away: 
Houston Health Museum

Learning Abroad: 
GalapaGO! Research Based Learning Abroad!

Learning Abroad: 
Dominican Republic

Learn More:

Honors Learning 
Abroad/Away
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Honors Learning Abroad 
and Learning Away

2024-2025 Learning Abroad/Away

 
 
 

UH Learning Abroad Office
The University of Houston Learning Abroad office wants to help you explore new 
worlds. The office can help you acquire a passport and develop a Learning Abroad 
plan that complements your Honors education. Attend a Learning Abroad 101 
Workshop to learn about program options, scholarships and funding opportunities, 
academic and program eligibility, and how to find the best program for you. 

Learning Away: 
Houston Health Museum

Learning Abroad: 
GalapaGO! Research Based Learning Abroad!

Learning Abroad: 
Dominican Republic

Learning Abroad: 
F.E.E.T. Scholarship

Learning Abroad: 
Argentina: Lithium Tango

Learn More:

UH Learning 
Abroad

Learning Abroad: 
Bioethics/Rome
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Other Honors Experiential 
Learning Programs

Honors in Co-Curricular Engagement
The Honors in Co-Curricular Engagement (HCCE) transcript designation is awarded to students upon 
graduation who pursue a broad range of experiential learning opportunities from freshman to senior 
year. Students can pursue undergraduate research, internships, learning away and abroad, service 
learning, leadership experience and other academic enrichment opportunities. Students are strongly 
encouraged to be intentional about their program selection and focus on experiences that support their 
long-term goals, help them develop skills they need, and align with their values and interests.

Ross M. Lence Master Teacher Series
Ross M. Lence taught in the Political Science department and 
the Honors College for 35 years until his passing in 2006. 
Dr. Lence was committed to the transformative effect of 
undergraduate education, to which he applied a profound 
energy and intense interest in books and young people. His 
mode of interaction was conversational, his style provocative, 
and his dedication to students relentless.

Honoring Dr. Lence and other master teachers who shaped 
the intellectual development of Honors College students 
across the decades, The Lence Master Teachers Series 
invites a “master teacher” to engage with students, faculty, 
alumni, and friends of the Honors College. The engagement 
features lectures for Honors College courses; workshops and 
informal discussion with faculty, students, and alumni; and a 
public lecture and dinner.

Ross M. Lence

Co-Curricular Fair

Learn More:

Honors in Co-Curri-
cular Engagement

Learn More:

The Lence Master 
Teacher Series
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Honors Societies 
and Student 

Organizations
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Honors College  
Honors Societies

Phi Beta Kappa
Since its founding in 1776, Phi Beta Kappa (PBK), the nation’s oldest and most 
prestigious honor society, has celebrated excellence in the liberal arts and sciences 
and championed freedom of thought. PBK recognizes the best and brightest liberal 
arts and sciences undergraduates and grants lifelong membership through a highly 
competitive selection process. The Mu of Texas chapter, PBK’s 284th, was installed on 
March 4, 2016, at the University of Houston.

Phi Kappa Phi
Established in 1897, Phi Kappa Phi (PKP) is the oldest honor society to recognize 
excellence across the academic disciplines. Invited members graduate in the top 10 
percent of their class. When translated from Greek, PKP’s motto is “Let the love of 
learning rule humanity.” This is demonstrated by the society’s mission to engage its 
community of scholars in service to others. The University of Houston chapter was 
installed in 1949.  

Omicron Delta Kappa
Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK) is the national leadership honor society. Its purpose 
is to recognize University of Houston students who have demonstrated exceptional 
leadership and scholarship. ODK acknowledges and encourages achievement in 
scholarship, athletics, campus community service, social and religious activities, 
campus government, journalism, speech, mass media, and the creative and  
performing arts. 

Learn More:

Honors College
Honor Societies

2024 Phi Beta Kappa Induction
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Honors College Student 
Organizations

Club Theater
Club Theater is a student acted, directed, produced, and written theater troupe that produces a series of 
short plays every semester showcasing the theatrical talent of Honors students. Club Theater welcomes 
individuals with all levels of experience and interest in all aspects of theater. 

Honors Advocates
Honors Advocates is a volunteer organization that recruits and orients new students to the University 
and the Honors community. Some advocates also serve as advisers and counselors with the Honors staff 
during summer orientation sessions and the Honors Retreat. 

Honors Ambassadors
Ambassadors are a select group of Honors College students who represent the College to both internal 
and external constituencies, including prospective students, alumni, and donors. 

Honors College Mentorship Program
The Honors College Mentorship Program provides guidance and support to incoming students 
through peer mentoring. Incoming Honors students are encouraged to meet with student mentors 
regularly as well as participate in a variety of Honors community building events to ensure a successful 
transition to the University of Houston.

Honors in Community Health (HICH)
This student-led organization with over 200 members facilitates seven independent projects oriented 
around community health engagement, advocacy, and research. HICH also acts as an incubator for 
projects that emerge from existing collaborations between UH students and community partners 
(including the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship program). 

Student Governing Board
The Student Governing Board (SGB) functions as a liaison between the Honors faculty, administration, 
and students, and as a planning body for the various social activities for the College. 

Terry Scholars
The Terry Scholars chapter promotes student success both inside and outside the classroom, providing 
its members an academic support network and sponsoring monthly community service opportunities 
open to all University of Houston students.
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The Great Conversation

Be a Great Conversation Volunteer
Come be a part of an amazing team of volunteers for the Honors College’s biggest fundraising night! 
Join our team of volunteers for the 33rd edition of The Great Conversation, taking place on Saturday, 
February 8, 2025, at the Houston Museum of Natural Science, Morian Hall of Paleontology. 

Our yearly gala is a great way for Honors students to give back to the college, help raise funds for 
student scholarships, and enjoy a night of fun conversation with professors, alumni, and Houston 
business leaders. This is a night to celebrate YOU and all of the students who benefit from Honors 
College scholarships.

Fill out the Volunteer Interest Form at thehonorscollege.com/2025gcvolunteer. 

Let us know your interest by Monday, October 28, 2024.

Learn More:

The Great  
Conversation
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